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ARTIST/PAINTER/SCULPTOR
Valerie Kiser, Valerie Kiser Design

Valerie Kiser Design, in business since
2010, specializes in hand-drawn and
hand-printed home decor
and apparel. According to
Kiser, the Scranton-based
business has seen significant changes over the
past few years.
“The community has
embraced my work a lot
Valerie Kiser
more,” she said. “I started
designing items I would really like and created personal
aesthetics my customers gravitate toward.
My thought was to do with makes me most
happy and the people who like it will find it.”

PHOTOGRAPHER
Julie Overholser,
Shades of Gray Photography

Julie Overholser of Clarks Summit-based
Shades of Gray Photography believes the
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HIGH SCHOOL TEAM
Abington Heights Baseball

The Abington Heights baseball team
advanced to the PIAA Class 3A championship game last season. Even though
the Comets lost to Knoch, 7-5, the squad
finished with a 18-4 record that included a
15-game winning streak.
“They played their hearts out and were so
much fun to be around,” Abington Heights
head coach Bill Zalewski said after the title
game. “As the year progressed, they became
a tighter and tighter group. It just shows
what you can do when you have heart and
come together as a group.”
Abington Heights baseball earned the award of Best High School Team.

business’ attention to customer service has
led to its success over the past 10 years.
“We’re very personable and friendly
with our clients,” she said. “We also have
very reasonable pricing.”

Submitted photo

While she specializes in portrait and black
and white photography, she also does landscape and interior design work.

BAND
Mace In Dickson

The Clarks Summit-based rock group has
been playing southern, classic and blues
rock music for more than 20 years in Northeastern Pennsylvania. The band consists of
Brian Sarafinko, Dave Maciak, Kevin Conway, Dan Williams and Sarah Jane Williams.
“It’s a fun atmosphere during our performances,” Sarafinko said. “We have a lot of
people who have been following us for many
years and know and enjoy our songs. We’ve
also recently noticed a lot of younger faces
in the crowd singing along to our music,
which is exciting.”

ELECTED OFFICIAL
Patty Lawler

Clarks Summit Borough Mayor Patty
Lawler believes following through on her
campaign platform issues
helped her gain the trust of
the borough’s residents.
“I’ve tried very hard to
deliver on the promises I
made when I was running
for the position,” Lawler said.
“I’ve tried to build a sense
Patty Lawler
of community with welcome
baskets for new businesses
and the Mayor’s Brunch. I also think people
see I’m responsive, if they call with an idea
or complaint, I get right back to them.”

HIGH SCHOOL COACH
Deanna Klingman

The first-year head coach led the
Abington Heights girls basketball team to
a Lackawanna League Division 1 and District 2 Class 3A championship, and a trip
to the state playoffs.
“The team really bought into my coaching
style and the daily preparation,” she said.
“It helped them feel equipped to handle any
situation that would come up in a game.”

HIGH SCHOOL MALE ATHLETE
Kyle Gerrity

Gerrity, who was a key contributor on the
Abington Heights football team offensive
and defense lines, credited the coaching
staff for his success on the gridiron.
“I think it all stemmed from our great
coaches,” he said. “They always preached
the ideals of making ourselves better on and
off the field. They are very supportive and
demand the best from each player. Once we
all bought into their teachings, we were able
to improve as a team.”
Gerrity, a senior, will also cherish
the quality time shared with his teammates and coaches throughout the
course of his career.
Abington Heights
football player Kyle
Gerrity was named
Best High School Male
Athlete.
Stephanie Walkowski
For Abington Journal

2016 BEST OF THE ABINGTONS

Abington Journal

L

O

C

A

L

F

L

Wednesday, May 4, 2016 3

A

V

O

R

a rustic setting and we have hiking trails and
streams. Our Woodlands Campus is exceptionally beautiful and the historical Victorian
buildings combined with more modern
buildings give the campus a very eclectic,
attractive mix.”

TEACHER
Chris Arcangelo
Stephanie Walkowski file photo | Abington Journal

Abington Heights softball player Dominique Emmett
was named Best High School Female Athlete.

HIGH SCHOOL FEMALE ATHLETE
Dominique Emmett

Dominique Emmett, a senior member of
the Abington Heights softball team, credits
hard work in the offseason for her development as a player throughout her career.
“Building up my confidence as a hitter
was key to my success,” she said. “I worked
all winter with my batting trainer to become
consistent and increase my power. My father,
Frank, always tells me, ‘base hit’ before I get
up to the plate and it helps me focus on the
little things. As a catcher, I’ve worked with the
team to develop more chemistry. I’ve also
worked over the past few years on developing
my leadership skills.”

COLLEGE PROFESSOR
Jeff Brauer

Brauer, a political science
professor, has been teaching
at Keystone College for 18
years and feels his interactive lessons are popular with
the students.
“With political science,
I have the opportunity to
Jeff Brauer
bring the subject matter
to life for the students by
debating current events, hosting public
officials, going on field trips and utilizing
service learning.”

COLLEGE CAMPUS
Keystone College

Senior Director of College Relations Fran
Calpin believes the college’s location is a big
draw to prospective students.
“We have a great appreciation for the
continued support from the people of the
Abingtons,” Calpin said. “They recognize the
natural beauty of the campus. It’s located in

Arcangelo, who has been teaching at
St. Gregory Early Childhood Center for 20
years, enjoys interacting with the children
and watching them learn.
“I truly love the kids,” Arcangelo said.
“I teach down to their level and organize
hands-on activities. It’s the best job in
the whole wide world besides being a
mother. The kids make me feel happy
and full of energy.”

FITNESS INSTRUCTOR
Jose Briceno

Briceno, 35, of Clarks Summit, opened
LUX Personal Training in August 2015, but
has served as a certified personal trainer
for four years.
According to Briceno, watching the
growth of his clients is the most rewarding
aspect of the job.
“Their body and mindset changes,” he
said. “They come here frustrated because
they’re not happy, then I see them transform. They become satisfied with themselves, their bodies and their lives.”

GYM
Brown’s Gym

The Clarks Summit gym, open 24 hours a
day, is a USA Powerlifting Regional Facility.
Brown’s, open since 1993, also offers personal training, nutritional advice, functional
training and bodybuilding. Owner Jim Brown
has more than 25 years in the health and
fitness industry.

DANCE SCHOOL
Devine School of Dance

Artistic director Jaclene Devine believes
the studio’s variety has led to its success.
“I think the balance of the school makes
it special,” Devine said. “We combine good
teaching with fun. We also have a family
atmosphere and work hard.”
Devine School of Dance was founded by
Jaclene’s mom, Cassandra, at the Waverly
Community House in 1976 and Jaclene has
been teaching for 27 years.

bington Journal File Photo

Our Lady of the Snows/Church of St. Benedict County Bazaar earned Best Bazaar. Marie Allison and
her children, Seamus and Regan, enjoy one of many games during a previous year’s event.

MARTIAL ARTS
UTA Karate

Founded in 1990, UTA Karate has been
located on South Turnpike Road in Dalton
since 1993. The studio specializes in Tang
Soo Do, offering kids, white belt and adult
and family classes, as well as Haidong
Gundo and Tai Chi.
“Our instructors are excellent,” Master
Bruce Steel told the Abington Journal last
year, when the studio won the same award.
“Most of our classes are taught by master
instructors, who have been with the studio
for at least 12 years.”

BAZAAR
Our Lady of Snows Church Bazaar

This summer will mark the 24th annual
event, which is held on the grounds of the
church of St. Benedict in Clarks Summit. A
variety of food items including pasta, potato
pancakes, hot wings, clams and haluski are
mainstays on the menu. The bazaar also
features games for small children and a
variety of musical entertainment.

GOLF COURSE
Glen Oak Country Club

The club’s general manager Jeff Spagna
feels the course’s playability along with its
surroundings makes it popular in the area.
“It’s a very fair course for players with low
and high handicaps,” Spagna said. “It’s fun
to play due to its large, undulating greens.

It’s very well manicured and has are a lot of
great, beautiful panoramic views. It’s a challenge to play, but it’s also an enjoyable experience. We’re honored to be chosen as the
best golf course in the Abingtons once again.”

SKI RESORT
Elk Mountain

Bob DeLuca, director of sales and marketing, credits the success of Elk Mountain
to its snow making and grooming.
“I think it comes down to our experience,”
he said. “Many of our employees have been
doing it for a long time and have fine-tuned
the process.”
DeLuca also believes the spacious resort
in Union Dale with 180 acres of skiable terrain with 27 slopes and trails in addition to
two terrain parks prevents guests from feeling crowded at the facility.

BEST PARK
South Abington Park in Chinchilla

“I believe the number one thing about
the park is the walking trail,” Keith Wellard,
chair of the South Abington Township Parks,
Recreation and Shade Tree Commission
said, after the park claimed the same award
last year. “People use the trail all year long,
but as soon as we get some nice days it gets
really crowded.”
Wellard also credits the water park
area for kids in the summer for the
park’s popularity.
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HOTEL
Ramada Clarks Summit

“We have comfortable rooms, great
customer service, an indoor pool and offer a
nice breakfast in the morning,” Ramada Clarks
Summit General Manager Michele Badner
said. “Also, as a Wyndham property, we offer a
great rewards program. People generally leave
satisfied with us.”

LOCALLY MADE PRODUCT
Gail’s Cupboard

Robert Tomkavage | Abington Journal

Owner Gail Weinberger, of Waverly, started
the business in 2012, and has experienced a
steady growth in customers.
“I specialize in nutrient dense foods that
come from traditional diets of long ago,”
Weinberger said. “My products involve a lot of
seasonal eating, including many fermented
vegetables and drinks, and sprouted grains.
The products digest quicker in the body and
are made for people who want very good
digestive systems.”

Gail Weinberger’s business, Gail’s Cupboard, was selected as Best Locally Made Product.

T���� Y��
B��� P����

Colarus o’s Cafe

Elizabeth Baumeister file photo | Abington Journal

Submitted photo

Elk Mountain was named Best Ski Resort.

Max Earl plays the part of Dromio of Ephesus in
Ghostlight Productions’ 2015 Shakespeare in
the Park production of ‘The Comedy of Errors’
at South Abington Park. The Park was voted as
Best Park in the Abington Journal’s 2016 Best
of the Abingtons Readers’ Choice Awards.

100 E. Grove Street, Clarks Summit

(570) 586-0608
Call for Daily Specials

D���� L���� B����� • N������ D����� S�������
The Colarusso Family greatly appeciates your patronage and hope you enjoyed your dining experience. Come back soon!

Robert Tomkavage file photo | Abington Journal

Ramada Clarks Summit is the Best Hotel in the Abingtons. From left, Ed Bush Jr., Michele Badner, Elena
Bush O’Connor with Michael and Vivian, Ed Bush Sr. and Frank Bicchielli.
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BAKERY
Beta Bread Bakery and Deli

Mike Bonczar, owner of Beta
Bread, credits the attention to
detail when making the products
for the success of the business
over the past six years.
“The breads are handmade,
using artisan bread techniques
with a long fermentation
time,” he said.
Beta Bread sells 10 different
types of bread (Sesame white,
whole wheat, light wheat, heavy
whole wheat multigrain, kalamata
olive, cocoa rye, pecan raisin,
white baguette, Italian cheese
bread, and cinnamon raisin)
along with seasonal varieties
including orange cranberry walnut bread, Irish soda bread and
sweet potato rolls.

SANDWICH/SUB SHOP
Caravia Fresh Foods
Submitted photo

State Street Grill, winner, Best Atmosphere/Decor and Best Place For a First Date.

ATMOSPHERE/DECOR
State Street Grill

According to owner Tom Hill, the
State Street Grill has a home-like
and cozy atmosphere, but one that
doesn’t stay the same all the time.
“We’re constantly updating and
trying to keep it fresh,” he said.
With various seating options,
both indoors and out, guests are
made to feel comfortable.
State Street also won the Best
Place For a First Date, Best Happy
Hour and Best Martini Bar awards.

ICE CREAM
Manning’s Ice Cream

Owner Jean Manning believes
the store’s commitment to creating high-quality products had led
to its popularity in the Abingtons.
According to Manning, the
dairy is capable of making more
than 100 flavors of ice cream. The
Clarks Summit location, in business since 1984, usually offers
more than 50 flavors in the peak of
the summer.

DONUT
Krispy Kreme

Caravia offers 23 different
sandwiches with a special each
day along with fresh produce,
hummus, bread dips, salsas,
marinades and dressings.

According to co-owner Noel
Adcroft, the franchise in South
Abington Township has been in
business for more than 50 years.
“Our donuts are known for their
freshness and the exclusive ‘Hot
Now’ sign that draws people to our
original glazed donuts,” she said
after the business won the same
award last year.

O
“We try to source the best ingredients and build a menu around
them,” Ryan Cognetti, manager and partner, said. “Simple,
fresh ingredients make good,
quality sandwiches.”

HAMBURGER
The Nyx

Owner Lisa Armetta believes the
quality of beef and an interesting
combination of toppings make the
burgers special.
According to Armetta, The
Carmine, a burger topped with
homemade macaroni and cheese,
is one of the restaurant’s most
popular items. It’s served with
hand-cut french fries.

DINER
Silver Spoon

Owner Debbie Zullo credits
friendless and quality service
from the staff along with a large
variety of food options for the
diner’s popularity.
“We have everything from burgers to sautees and specials including prime rib, lamb chops and
lobster,” Zullo said. “A lot of people
also love our homemade desserts,
especially our cheesecake.
“It’s a nice comfortable setting
and we get a lot of compliments
on our cleanliness.”

U
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makes La Tonalteca the best ethnic restaurant in the Abingtons.
“Everything is really good,” he
said, when asked about the most
popular items on the menu. “But
what people really like is either
the fajitas or tacos – the tacos are
really good.”
May 21 is the restaurant’s fourth
anniversary in the Abingtons.

SEAFOOD
Jumbo Seafood Restaurant

According to owner Tim Chen,
it’s the “fresh seafood ingredients”
which make this South Abington
Township restaurant the best.
He said one of Jumbo’s most
popular items on the menu is the
naruto cucumber wrap, “a fresh
sushi style wrap with cucumber.”
The business also won the Best
New Restaurant award.

STEAK
Damon’s Bar & Grill

According to Alex Crowley, manager, it’s the charcoal grilling that
makes the restaurant’s steak the
best in the Abingtons.
“The way we grill the steak is the
best way,” he said. “It’s hard to get
that in other restaurants. Charcoal
adds a lot of flavor.”
The restaurant also won the
Best Ribs award.

PIZZA
Colarusso’s Cafe

“We make our pizza fresh daily
and use only the best ingredients,”
owner Joey Colarusso said. “Our
fresh tomato pizza is one of our
most popular items along with
strombolis and our double-crust
while pizza.”
Colarusso has been in business in the Abingtons for
nearly 20 years.

CUP OF COFFEE
Duffy’s Coffee Company

Duffy’s Coffee House serves a
house, espresso, and decaf blend
from Duffy’s Coffee Company. The
small roasting business is run out
of the basement of the cafe on
South State Street.
Andrew Walker, owner of Duffy’s
Coffee Co., is certified by the Specialty Coffee Association of America and purchases specialty grade
coffee beans, which are in the top
5 percent of all coffee purchased
around the world.
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Elizabeth Baumeister file photo
Abington Journal

Duffy’s Coffee Company, Best Cup
of Coffee. Andrew Walker, owner of
Duffy’s Coffee Co., opens the chute
to allow roasted beans to fall into a
cooling chamber.

ETHNIC RESTAURANT
La Tonalteca

General Manager Carlos Gonzalez-Carranza said it’s a combination of the Mexican restaurant’s
margaritas and food offerings that

Robert Tomkavage file photo
Abington Journal

A dish of Sushi and Sashimi at Jumbo
Seafood, winner of Best Seafood.
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WINGS
JJ Bridjes

Dave Jenkins, co-owner/manager, said it’s a combination of the
restaurant’s sauces and willingness to cook to order that make its
wings so good.
Bartender Sandy Biggar, who
won the Best Bartender/Server
award, agreed, adding the restaurant offers about 10 different wing
sauces and still makes special
orders if someone doesn’t find
exactly what he or she wants on
the menu.
“We’re very accommodating,”
she said.

RIBS
Damon’s Bar & Grill

Elizabeth Baumeister file photo | Abington Journal

Dave Jenkins, co-owner/manager of JJ Bridjes, winner of the Best Wings award.

Elizabeth Baumeister file photo | Abington Journal

Sunrise Cafe, Depot Street, Clarks Summit, won the Best Breakfast/Brunch
award.

Owned by Edward Bush Sr.,
Damon’s Bar and Grill is located in
South Abington Township.
According to manager Alex
Crowley, the prime rib is one of the
best items on the menu.
“The ribs are a good quality,
with a good amount of meat on
them,” he said.
Damon’s also won the Best
Steak award.

BREAKFAST/BRUNCH
Sunrise Cafe

Owner Dawn Williams, who took
over the business in 2001, said
it’s the customers who make the
Sunrise Cafe the best place in the
Abingtons for breakfast or brunch.
“They are a bunch of good
people,” she said.
She added with its homemade
foods, the Sunrise Cafe is a great
place for members of the community to get together and enjoy
a meal.

NEW RESTAURANT
Jumbo Seafood

Owner Tim Chen, of Clarks
Summit, is also the former owner
of Atami Sushi. He relocated his
business with a new name in
December 2015.
According to Chen, one aspect
which makes Jumbo Seafood

Elizabeth Baumeister file photo | Abington Journal

Manager Paula Feduchak scoops ice cream at Manning’s, winner of the Best Ice
Cream award.
Robert Tomkavage file photo | Abington Journal

Damon’s Bar and Grill was again voted Best Steak and Best Ribs. Standing
outside the restaurant in 2015, from left, Ed Bush Jr. with Michael, Elena Bush
O’Connor with Vivia, Ed Bush Sr. and Frank Bicchielli.

unique is the restaurant’s atmosphere. Customers can enjoy dining in private seating areas.
“I want to thank all of our customers for voting for us,” he said.
The restaurant also won the
Best Seafood award.

PLACE FOR A FIRST DATE
State Street Grill

It’s the casual atmosphere that

makes the State Street Grill a
great place for a first date, according to owner Tom Hill.
“We’re casual, but a nice casual,” he explained. “I think it’s a good
middle ground for a first date. It’s
not too fancy, but not too casual.
“Plus, we have great food.”
State Street Grill also won the
awards for Best Atmosphere, Best
Happy Hour and Best Martini Bar.

Mike
Bonczar,
owner of
Beta Bread,
winner of
the Best
Bakery
award.
Elizabeth
Baumeister
file photo
| Abington
Journal
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products. The store offers all-natural dog
and cat foods and more.
“We are extremely customer service oriented,” Martino said, adding the store provides “a very customized and personalized
shopping experience.”

AUTO SALES
Cars Are Us

Abington Journal File Photo

Utopia Spa & Wellness, best day spa and in best
customer service. Shown is Michael Buranich, owner.

CUSTOMER SERVICE
Utopia Spa & Wellness, Inc.

“We are always listening — listening to
our clients as to what they like, want and
need. Then we adjust to create a friendly,
positive service experience that provides
our clients with the best service,” said
Michael Buranich, owner of Utopia Spa &
Wellness.
Their mantra is to not rush through treatments and to provide a “quiet space.”
Utopia offers online booking as well as
specials for their services.
Utopia Spa & Wellness, Inc. also won the
Best Day Spa award.

Founded in 1989, Cars Are Us is owned by
Don Hopkins and Jerry Soroka.
“We strive for customer satisfaction,” Hopkins said. “That’s certainly
important to us.”
The fact that the business meets this goal
is evidenced by its repeat customers and
their recommendations to friends. Hopkins
said the business constantly receives positive feedback from customers.

SERVICE STATION
Dixon Automotive

Founded in 1956, Dixon Automotive Collision and Service Center in Clarks Summit
has been voted as best service station in
our Abington Journal reader’s poll.

MECHANIC
Dixon Automotive

Dixon offers a wide variety of mechanical and collision repair services along with
specialty services.

STORE FOR UNIQUE GIFTS
Everything Natural

NEW BUSINESS
Stately Pet Supply

In business for a little over a year, Stately
Pet Supply is owned by Rebecca Martino,
who strives to stay educated on the latest
news and information about pet food and

Elizabeth Baumeister file photo | Abington Journal

Everything Natural, Best Store for Unique Gifts. From left, Michele Cooper, Cat Noto and Barry Kaplan.

Abington Journal File Photo

Best Service Station Dixon Automotive Collision
and Service Center in Clarks Summit.

SANDERSON
570.586.0592 | 509 SOUTH ST, CLARKS SUMMIT, PA 18411

THANKS FOR VOTING US
BEST NAIL SALON
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT

According to co-owners Michele Cooper
and Barry Kaplan, Everything Natural puts
a lot of effort into its inventory of gift items,
travelling to various trade shows in search
of fresh perspectives.
“We go to great lengths to make sure
we have new, fresh and innovative gifts
to offer,” Kaplan said.
Kaplan also attributes the shop’s
success to its buyers, Rose Opshinsky
and Cat Noto.
“They have an eye for buying and they
also have an eye for display,” he said.

GROCERY STORE
Gerrity’s

According to store manager Jeff Smith,
it’s the store’s customer service, as well as
the quality of its merchandise, which makes
Gerrity’s the best in the Abingtons.
“We definitely take care of our customers,”
he said. “We know them well. …They are comfortable shopping here and they know if there
is ever an issue, it will be taken care of.”

CLOTHING STORE
Talbots

A part of the Abingtons for almost 26
years, Talbots’ relationship with its customers is one aspect which makes the clothing
store the best, according to Assistant Store
Manager Elicia Finnerty.
“In our store, we have the best products,
our staff is great and we treat our customers
like family,” she said.

Thank you all for you support
#1 Children's
Clothing Store

2016 BEST OF THE ABINGTONS

8 Wednesday, May 4, 2016

Abington Journal

Honoring the ‘best’
By Elizabeth Baumeister
ebaumeister@timesleader.com
CLARKS SUMMIT — The Abington Journal held its 2016 Best of
the Abingtons Readers’ Choice
Awards ceremony Tuesday, April
26 at Duffy’s Coffee House. Readers voted for their favorite local
professionals, restaurants, other
businesses and more, and first
place awards were presented in 86
categories.

Elizabeth Baumeister photos | Abington Journal

Jannet Briceno and Liam attend the Abington Journal’s
Best of the Abingtons event at Duffy’s Coffee House.

Reach Elizabeth Baumeister at 570-7043943 or on Twitter @AbingtonJournal.

Best of the Abingtons winners and guests mingle at Duffy’s Coffee House before the ceremony.
Clarks Summit
band Mace in
Dickson, winner
of the Abington
Journal Best of
the Abingtons
Readers’
Choice Awards
for the Best
Band category,
performs in
the storefront
window at
Duffy’s Coffee
House during
the April 26
ceremony.

Best of the
Abingtons
Readers’
Choice
Awards
plaques line
the counter
at Duffy’s
before
the award
ceremony,
presented
by the
Abington
Journal.

WE THANK YOU & WELCOME YOU TO...

Best Store for Home Decor

639 Northern Blvd.; South Abington Twp.; 570-585-5685
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Abigail
Pisanchyn
accepts a
Best of the
Abingtons
award on behalf
of The Avenue
Consignment.
The store won
for the Best
Accessories and
Bags category
and Best
Consignment
Shop category.

Talbots employees accept the stores award from the Abington Journal at the Best of the Abingtons
ceremony. From left, Jennifer Jones, store manager; Tony Spina, Times Leader media director and
Dara Coslett Granza, client specialist.

Dominique
Emmett accepts
her Best High
School Female
Athlete award
at the Abington
Journal’s Best
of the Abingtons
ceremony.
Michael Buranich, owner, Utopia Spa & Wellness, Inc., accepts one of his two Best of the Abingtons
awards: Best Customer Service and Best Day Spa.

Thank you for voting us
‘Best Consignment Shop’ 5 years in a row
and now ‘Best Bags and Accessories!’

THANK YOU FOR THE VOTES FOR

Best Financial Services 2016
COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL PLANNING SINCE 1993

Jamie Kresge - President / CEO
An upscale consignment shoppe
Route 6/11 one mile North of Clarks Summit
570-586-5006 • facebook.com/theaveneconsignment
New Spring & Summer Items Arriving Daily
Chanel | St. John | Gucci | Prada
Michael Kors | Tory Burch | Free People | DVF

James C Kresge is a Financial Advisor with Abington Financial Group
a registered investment advisor not affiliated with SagePoint Financial.
He also offers securities as a Registered Representative of SagePoint
Financial, Inc. – Member of FINRA/SIPC.
Third-party rankings and recognitions are no guarantee of future investment success and do not
ensue that a client or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance or results.

570-586-1013 | www.abingtonfinancial.com | 120 South State St. Clarks Summit, PA 18411
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CHILDREN’S
CLOTHING STORE
Adorable Me

Elizabeth Baumeister | Abington Journal

Adorable Me, Best Children’s Clothing Store. From left, Melanie DeMichele,
co-owner; Michele Brown, co-owner and Zita Fisk.

“Talbots is a wonderful company, where we are always
able to do what’s right for
our customers,” added Store
Manager Jennifer Jones.

Dara Coslett Granza, client
specialist, added part of the
store’s mission is to help
its customers “always look
and feel their best.”

Co-owners Michele Brown and
Melanie DeMichele opened Adorable Me on Sept. 27, 2015. One
aspect they said makes the shop
unique is the wide range of sizes
offered, from newborn up to 12/14.
And the store makes an effort to
cater to families looking to purchase matching or coordinating
outfits for their children in those
various sizes.
The store also offers monogramming for many outfits and
custom gift baskets for baby
showers, birthdays and other special occasions.

ACCESSORIES AND BAGS
The Avenue Consignment
According to owner Shirley
Pisanchyn, it is the shop’s con-

Corky’s Garden Path
Greenhouse, Best Garden
Center. From left, Cory
and Trevor Kashuba.
Joan Mead-Matsui file photo
Abington Journal

signors who deserve the credit for
making The Avenue the best place
to shop for accessories and bags
in the Abingtons.
“We’re very thankful for the consignors we have,” she said.
“We have a large variety – all different price ranges,” added Abigail
Pisanchyn, staff member.
The Avenue Consignment
also won the Best Consignment
Shop award.

GARDEN CENTER
Corky’s Garden Path
Greenhouse

In business since 1970, Corky’s
has a wide range of merchandise
and superior service customers
won’t find elsewhere, according to
Trevor Kashuba.
“We look far and wide to provide
our customers with the most
complete and diverse plant selection, both annual and perennial,”
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age home owner needs,” but if a customer
can’t find what he or she is looking for, the
store can take a custom order.

TRAVEL AGENCY
Abington Travel

Abington Travel has been in business for
more than 30 years and it is this extensive
experience which leads to its success,
according to agent Debbie Pratt.
“We are very knowledgeable,” she said.
Pratt added Abington Travel offers competitive pricing and great deals.

BANK
First National Bank
Elizabeth Baumeister file photo | Abington Journal

Woods and Company, Best Store for Home Decor and Best Furniture Store. From left, co-owners
Val Langan and Nettie Goldstein.

he said. “We continue this philosophy into
the store where we try to have fun and
unusual items that will appeal to everyone.
We are passionate about what we do and we
think that shows.”

ANTIQUE SHOP
Carriage Barn Antiques

Carriage Barn Antiques, according to its
website, offers refinishing and restoration
work and custom furniture and woodwork.

STORE FOR HOME DECOR
Woods and Company

Val Langan and Nettie Goldstein
opened Woods and Company in 2003 and
have been in the furniture business for
about 21 years.
“We are so pleased,” Langan said of the
Best of the Abingtons awards. “We love the
Abingtons. We were born and raised here.”
Woods and Company also won the Best
Furniture Store award.

CONSIGNMENT SHOP
The Avenue Consignment

Variety.
That’s what shoppers find at The Avenue,
according to its staff.
“Every time you stop by, it’s a different
store,” said Abigail Pisanchyn.
Owner Shirley Pisanchyn said she is
grateful for the stores “friendly staff,” consignors and customers.
The Avenue also won the Best Accessories and Bags award.

DOG TRAINER
Barb Mattes, Coal Dogs

Owner Barb Mattes, who has worked
in the field for a total of about 25 years,
said having fun is important, not only
for the trainers and pet owners, but for
the dogs themselves.
She said what stands out about her
business is the personalized attention
each client receives.
“Because my classes are very small…my
students get a lot more individual attention,”
she said. “And I feel very confident that my
students are actually learning.”

“At First National Bank, we are truly honored to earn this recognition from our customers,” said Sandy Walker, the FNB Market
Manager overseeing the Clarks Summit
location. “Awards that reflect the opinions of
the people we serve confirm our steadfast
commitment to making this community a
better place to live and work.”
Founded in 1864, FNB increased its
presence in NEPA in 2009 when its parent
company, F.N.B. Corporation, merged with
Comm Bancorp, Inc., the holding company
of Clarks Summit-headquartered Community Bank and Trust Company.

FLORIST
McCarthy Florist

According to the company’s website,
McCarthy’s original flower shop was started
in 1952 in Scranton by Bud and Nancy
McCarthy as “a typical ‘mom and pop’
store.” Their son, Brian McCarthy, took ownership of the store in 1987.

FURNITURE STORE
Woods and Company

JEWELER
The Jewelry Room

Owners Val Langan and Nettie Goldstein
strive to keep Woods and Company unique,
fresh and colorful, but they say it’s their
customers who make the business the best.
“People here (in the Abingtons) are really
committed to shop local,” said Langan.
Woods and Company also won the Best
Store for Home Decor award.

The Jewelry Room is a family-owned business which has been in the Abingtons since
1976. It specializes in repair work and custom designs, all done on the premises.
Owner David Banks said he believes it is
his ability to repair “almost anything” that
keeps his customers coming back.
“I do a lot of repair work, from very simplistic watch batteries…to the design of
custom pieces,” he explained.

HARDWARE STORE
Ace Hardware

Ace Hardware offers “customer service
that the big box stores can’t give you,”
according to store manager Jack Delay.
And it’s this personalized service that
keeps customers coming back.
Delay said the store, which opened about
five years ago, carries “everything the aver-

Elizabeth Baumeister file photo | Abington Journal

Abington Travel, Best Travel Agency. From left,
Lisa Lochen, Ann Summa, Debbie Pratt, Pat
Cembalest and Jill Refice. Absent from photo is
Tracey Schraner.

PHARMACY
CVS
Elizabeth Baumeister | Abington Journal

David Banks, owner, The Jewelry Room, which
won the award for Best Jeweler.

The CVS pharmacy on State Street
in Clarks Summit has won the Best of
the Abingtons several times over the
last few years.
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Utopia Spa & Wellness Inc. also won the
Best Customer Service award.

NAIL SALON
Sanderson State Street Salon

Submitted photo

The Pines, Best Senior/Assisted Living Center,
from left, Stephanie Miller, director of wellness;
Susan Richter, food and beverage director; Mari
Millett Doherty, administrator assistant and
Christine Kubic, director of activities.

The store added a clinic last year and
has found that many of their customers are
enjoying the store’s new central location.
Plans for the future include a healthy
foods and diet section that has been included in an upcoming remodeling project.

SENIOR/ASSISTED LIVING CENTER
The Pines
Stacey Millet Rechlicz, Administrator of
The Pines Senior Assisted Living Center
cited hands-on management and care of
the residents as the facility’s greatest asset.
“We’re not a large corporation,”
she added.
Rechlicz also credited her staff for their
personalized care.

Joanne Cummings, owner of Sanderson
State Street Salon, stated, “Our salon has a
team of innovative and ambitious specialists. Our mission is to grow in our career
and give our customers the most up to date
insight into fashion of hair and nails from
the world over. Our drive for excellence and
education keeps our talented staff in peek
form and our clients looking their best.”

HAIR SALON, WOMEN
Salon DM

Melanie Cosklo, owner of Salon DM,
credits the success of her business on
attention to customer service. Accommodating her customers’ busy schedules by
handling appointments in a timely manner
is key. The salon features Brazilian blowouts and has recently added the ombre
hair coloring process.

HAIR SALON, MEN
Salon DM

Chosen best hair salon for men, Melanie
Cosklo, owner of Salon DM said, “Men like
the convenience of being able to move their
appointments to accommodate their schedules.” While a good hair cut is what most of
her male customers require, the salon also
offers hair coloring services for men.

REHABILITATION CENTER
Allied Services

HOME BUILDING
Perez Design Build and Remodel

The staff and management take a lot of
pride in what they do meeting their patients’
needs and in handling their care. The center offers a wide range of services, such
as Inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation,
skilled nursing, transitional rehabilitation,
community services, home health services,
In-home care and personal care.

“We’re very excited, ” said Jeremy
Michaels, marketing director of Perez
Design Build and Remodel. Michaels
attributed the 35-year-old company’s success to its focus on customer service and
quality workmanship. Perez offers remodeling services as well as custom home
design and construction.

DAY SPA
Utopia Spa & Wellness, Inc.

REALTOR
Coldwell Banker Town and
Country Properties

“We are honored, humbled and would like
to personally thank everyone who voted for
us,” said Michael Buranich owner of Utopia
Spa & Wellness Inc.
The spa offers a variety of services such
as facials, aromatherapy, Chinese acupressure, various types of message therapy and
spa body treatments.

Elizabeth Baumeister | Abington Journal

Sanderson State Street Salon was voted Best Nail Salon of the Abingtons. From left, Erin Tully, master
nail tech, and Brianna McCarthy, nail tech.

Coldwell Banker Town and Country Properties serves all of Northeastern PA. They
are dedicated to serving those who are
looking to purchase or sell real estate.

Elizabeth Baumeister | Abington Journal

The Avenue Consignment, Best Accessories and
Bags and Best Consignment Shop. From left, Abigail
Pisanchyn, Emily Howell, Shirley Pisanchyn and
Linda Howell.

Elizabeth Baumeister | Abington Journal

Gerrity’s Supermarket was voted Best Grocery Store.
From left, Lisa Franko, cashier; Ron Ubaldini, produce
manager; Jeff Smith, store manager and Debbie
Traettino, front end manager.

Elizabeth Baumeister file photo | Abington Journal

Rebecca Martino, owner, holds her rescue dog
Idgy inside Stately Pet Supply, which opened
in October 2014. Readers voted for the shop
as Best New Business in this year’s awards.
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DENTIST
William A. MacNamara, DDS

Dr. William A. MacNamara is known for
his attention to detail, one-on-one consultations as well as making sure his patients are
comfortable with treatment methods.

INSURANCE AGENT
Clyde Smith

“Service and very competitive rates” are
what Clyde Smith, owner of Clyde Smith
Insurance cited as two main reasons why
he felt he was chosen Best Insurance
Agent of the Abingtons.
Abington Journal File Photo

Dr. Jennifer Finn won the Best Chiropractor award.

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Jennifer Finn
Dr. Jennifer Finn treats her patients like
family. In practice for 19 years and in Clarks
Summit since 1999, Finn offers acute,
sports injury and wellness care.
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ATTORNEY
Malcolm L. MacGregor

This is the fourth year Atty.
Malcolm MacGregor has
been chosen Best Attorney
in our readers’ poll. “…I am
honored to continue to serve
residents of the Abingtons
as solicitor in Glenburn
MacGregor

Township, counsel to the North Abington Township Zoning Hearing Board and as a volunteer
basketball commissioner for Abington Youth Basketball League’s High School Division and lector
at Our Lady of Snows Parish.”

REAL ESTATE AGENT
Joni McKenna

Joni McKenna, an agent for Coldwell Banker,
feels that looking out for her clients’ best
interest is most important in the real estate
business. “Being good at marketing properties is extremely important, but honesty is the
most important thing in this business,” she
said. McKenna was named to the Diamond
Club in 2015 and her plan is to strive to attain
that goal again this year.

SEAMSTRESS
Jolanta Kaczmarczyk’s Needle & Thread
“I’m very particular about my work
and try very hard to do the best for the
customer,” said Jolanta Kaczmarczyk,
proprietor of Needle & Thread.

Abington Journal File Photo

Jolanta Kaczmarczyk’s Needle & Thread won
in the Best Seamstress category.

1151 Northern Blvd., Clarks Summit, PA 18411

Proud to be a part of such a wonderful community.
Thanks so much for your continued support!
- the Caravia team
Fresh, real food since 2004

570-586-6113 • www.caraviafreshfoods.com
MONDAY � FRIDAY, 9 A.M. � 7 P.M. • SATURDAY, 9 A.M. � 5 P.M. • SUNDAY, 10 A.M. � 3 P.M.

14 Wednesday, May 4, 2016

L O C A L

2016 BEST OF THE ABINGTONS

Abington Journal

P R O F E S S I O N A L S
PEDIATRICIAN
Dr. Anders Nelson

“We’re very fortunate to have great
patients and great parents,” said pediatrician Dr. Anders Nelson. “We always try to
focus on giving one-to-one personal care. I
have a great staff that care about families.
My staff and patients make it worth coming
to work everyday.”

ACCOUNTANT
Diane Molinaro

Abington Journal File Photo

Abington Financial Group, Best Financial Services. Shown are, from left, Jamie Kresge (President/CEO), George Guzek, Colleen Rose, Christine Mitchell.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Abington Financial Group

“It’s an honor,” Jamie Kresge, president
and CEO of Abington Financial Group
said upon hearing that his company
was chosen again in the Best Financial
Services category. Kresge credits his staff,
especially Christine Mitchell, as being his
most valuable resource.

PET GROOMER
Dara’s Personal Touch Cat
and Dog Grooming.

Amanda Hrycyna file photo | Abington Journal

Dara’s Personal Touch, Best Pet Groomer. Shown are, from left, Dominique Scalese, owner Dara Vilani,
Chewy, and Chelse Maslar.

“We’re thrilled, so surprised,” Dara
Villani, owner of Dara’s Personal Touch
Cat and Dog Grooming said upon learning
they’ve been named best Pet Groomer
again this year. “We will try to continue to
stay on an even keel as far as offering full
service,” she added.
Villani and her staff take continue
education classes throughout the year and
are now looking forward to the Hershey
Grooming Expo in September.

“I’m both pleased and honored for being
recognized,” said Diane Molinaro, voted Best
Accountant. “I think that a
key element to our success
is that we continue to stay
up-to-date on technology
and tax changes. This allows
us to provide high quality
professional services to the
benefit of our individual and
Diane Molinaro
business clients.”
The firm provides tax,
business planning and accounting services
for small businesses and individual clients.

VETERINARIAN
Dr. Abby Jones

Dr. Abby Jones and the Schultzville Animal Hospital staff offer personalized, quality
pet care. According to its website, the facility, founded in 2012, offers an on-site pharmacy, surgical and dental services.

PHYSICIAN
Dr. Sheela Prahalad

The five phases of care
that Dr. Sheela Prahalad
uses in her practice are
health, prediction, prevention diagnosis and
treatment.
“The patient-doctor relationship is a partnership,”
Prahalad said.

Prahalad
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HAPPY HOUR
State Street Grill

Owner Tom Hill said he believes it is his
staff which makes happy hour at State
Street the best in the Abingtons.
“We have some really good bartenders
who are really fun,” he said.
The restaurant also won the Best Atmosphere/Decor, Best Place For a First Date
and Best Martini Bar awards.

BARTENDER/SERVER
Sandy Biggar

Submitted photo

State Street Grill, winner, Best Happy Hour and Best Martini Bar. The restaurant recently opened a
new outdoor bar.

A bartender at JJ Bridjes, Sandy Biggar
said she loves her job because of all the
people she gets to meet.
“It’s nice,” she said. “The different people
who come in all the time …That’s the best
part about the job.”
JJ Bridjes also won the Best
Wings award.
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CORNER BAR
The Nyx

Good food and a comfortable setting are
key to the success of The Nyx.
“It’s very likely you will see a lot of familiar faces when you come in,” owner Lisa
Armetta said.
The Nyx also won the Best
Hamburger award.

MARTINI BAR
State Street Grill

“We’re constantly updating our martini
list with what’s new, to do what is current,”
said owner Tom Hill.
Whether that means adding herbs,
switching up the fruits, or using a new
liquor, the martini options at State Street
Grill are always fresh.
The restaurant also won the Best Place
For a First Date, Best Happy Hour and Best
Atmosphere/Decor awards.
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WINE LIST
Bazil Ristorante Italiano

In addition to its already large
wine selection, Bazil Ristorante
Italiano has the widest variety of
Italian wines. The wines are intentionally paired with the food making the experience even better.

BEST ENTERTAINMENT
Duffy’s Coffee House

Duffy’s Coffee House hosts an
Open Mic Night from 7 to 10 p.m.
every Wednesday featuring local
artists. Every Friday night the
business features a local band or
musician from 7 to 9 p.m.
Mari Walker, owner, also emphasized that the coffee house hosts
local piano teachers and voice
teachers who hold mini concerts
with their students.
Elizabeth Baumeister file photo | Abington Journal
“We have a lot of great talent in
Sandy Biggar, of JJ Bridjes, won the Best
our
area,” she said.
Bartender award for the second year in a row.

The Nyx won Best Corner Bar.

Thank you for Your Votes!
Come Visit Us and See Why We’ve Been Voted

BEST CHIROPRACTIC
OFFICE
10 Years In A Row!
Dr. Jennifer Finn

Finn Chiropractic Center
Chiropractic Care for Children and Adults

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
�570� 586�3440
203 Greenwood Ave. | Clarks Summit, PA 18411

